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Royal Military Police Association -North America Branch Newsletter  
  

Reaching Retired  and Ex -Royal Military Police  
and Ex -Police Associates in North America  

 
óEXEMPLO DUCEMUSò ñBy Example We Leadòò 

 
 

Since 2006, one of the extra gifts that The Branch Executive and Reunion Committees send to 
the Reunion attendees is a pro-shop enlarged photo of the Reunion group. Since 2008, we have 
also provided a photo of our (by far the more photogenic) ladies. In recent months, a few mem-
bers have enquired if the 2004 Banff photo was available. As our files did not have the photo, we 
extend our thanks to Arthur Ordish and Paul Dean, for searching their old photos and sending in 
the very good photo of the event (above). 
 
The Banff Reunion had the largest turnout, with one hundred and two registered members and 
guests. As well as our Branch standard bearer, Michael Shuster , we were honoured with the Na-
tional Standard paraded by Wally Corby ;  the Scotland Branch standard by Alex Menmuir;  Len 
Murray, for Northern Ireland and West Yorkshire Branch standard by Clive Smith . No doubt in 
2010, we look a ñslight bitò older! Thatôs okay in retrospect as unfortunately, 10 of our ex-RMPA 
chaps who attended have passed on. Maybe in recording their names, it will remind us of them so 
we can give a few minutes to their memory.: Colin McGregor, Tony Howton, Ralph Shake-
speare, Ron Hackett, Richard Poole, Robert Dunn, Tony Room, Clive Smith, Joe Greatrex 
and David Keery . If any member wishes a 12 x 8 photo, please contact Derek McCorquindale. 
He also has copies of the attendance list from Banff. 
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CHAIRMANôS REPORT 

NORTH AMERICA BRANCH  
JIM PROTT, CHAIRMAN, RMPA/NA  

    

Jim Prott  
Chairman, RMPA/N.A.  

                                                       
                                                Dear Fellow Members:               
            The membership of the branch is growing at a nice                 
            pace and we are sure that there are still a few ex-RMP  
            unaware that a North American Association branch exists.  
                                    To try and get the word out, an ad is in the Royal Canadian  
                                                Legion magazine March-April edition. We have submitted 
                                                our website for consideration to be included in their ñWebsites       
                                                Of Interestò section which is a free service available on a one- 
                                                 time basis only.   
 
 
We sincerely appreciate the RMP crest that Wayne Campbell presented to the branch at the 
Christmas dinner. We all wish Wayne the very best of everything on his return to the U.K. 
Wayne will remain a member of the North American Branch.   
 
To conclude, there are a small number of members of the North American branch looking 
forward to meeting the associate members at the Portsmouth Reunion in May 2010. 
 

 RMPAðUK 64th ANNUAL REUNION  
 

Chairman Jim Prott and your Executive Committee are pleased to report that in May 2010, 
our North America Branch will have our largest representation at a U.K. RMPA (in Ports-
mouth) Reunion since our formation as a RMPA Branch. 
 
As well as Chairman Jim Prott ;  Secretary, Ken Fowler ; Treasurer, Derek McCorquindale ; 
Standard Bearer, Michael Shuster; Web Manager, John & Olwyn Horton ; John Atkinson, 
Colin Bright and Ron Tarrant from Canada and Don Hood, from the U.S.A. will be there. 
Together with our Branch U.K. Associate members, Roy & Jean Hubbard , Tony & Milly 
Clarke , Don & Davina Hellings , John & Bebe Paice , Arthur Galletly & Jenny, Bob & Jan 
Robinson , Michael Allen , Wayne Campbell,  Jack Shephard  and  will make 25 seated at 
three North America tables at the 64th Annual Reunion. 
 
Other Associate Branch members, who will be seated with their own U.K. Branches, will in-
clude Mike & Liz Seabourne , Alex & Helen Menmuir, Charles & Margaret Shaw , Bill 
Lee, Wally & Anne Corby , Dennis & Audrey Ridsale . What a great turnout! Some of the 
members will be meeting during their three or four days  visit at the Lucknow Street British 
Legion for a brew and visit The Victory, Marie Rose and Naval Museum and the little 
known, but amazing D-Day Overlord Tapestry , which is now displayed in Portsmouth. We 
will of course be ñtalking-upò our 8th N.A. Reunion to be held in Toronto in September 2010. 
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THE SECRETARY SAYS:  

Ken Fowler, Branch Secretary  

 

Hello One and All,  
 
We can but hope that the unusual weather patterns that many of us 
have experienced on this continent this winter do not continue into the 

spring and summer months. Which group had that song containing the words ñIt never rains in 
Southern Californiaé.?ò This year: Floods! Freezing temperatures in Florida and snow in Arizona 
and Texas. Ah! The life of the ñSnowbirdò is a hard one. There were times during the ñWinterò Olym-
pics in Vancouver when it was so warm downtown, that one could be forgiven in thinking that per-
haps they were at the Summer Games, rather than the winter ones. 
 
Casting your mind back to the last edition of the ñWatchdogò, you will recall that I informed you that 
the Provost Marshal & RMPA CENCO had approved the renaming of ñThe Golden Whistle 
Awardò. Henceforth, the award will be in the name of our own Ada M. Way (Mada ) and sponsored 
by the North America Branch. The award is given to the top female in each of the two annual RMP/
TA mandatory training courses. It consists of a regulation issue whistle and chain that has been 
dipped in gold. It is engraved on one side with the name ñAda M. Wayò and on the opposing side, 
the name, rank and the service number of the recipient. There is a certificate that is displayed in the 
inside of the presentation box lid that gives a brief description of Mada and her service (see photo 
on page 20). The first award in her name was made last year.  Our thanks go to the RMP Regimen-
tal Secretary, Col. John Baber. MBE , for his efforts on our behalf in bringing this commemorative 
honour to one of our distinguished members. We have received an ñAda M. Way Golden Whistleò 
that we will have mounted in a display case and will be exhibited at every AGM along with our other 
archival exhibits. 
 
The Ontario group had their Christmas Dinner that marked two events. One was, of course, the get-
ting together to celebrate that special time of year, the other one had a touch of both a celebration 
and somber note. Our good friend, Wayne Campbell , had announced that he was leaving our 
shores to return to the U.K. However, his purpose in returning was to take up residence in the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea, London. At the time of writing, I have just been informed that Wayne has 
just completed his four-day assessment and it appears that all went well and it is 99% sure that he 
will be accepted and offered a date on which to enter. He has informed us that he intends to con-
tinue his membership in our N.A. Branch and will continue to attend our Annual Reunions. Perhaps 
we shall be honoured by having two ñScarletò coated gentlemen at our Banquet. We wish Wayne 
the very best for his future years in that great historical institution. The evening was capped by 
Wayne presenting a framed embroidered RMP Cypher to Chairman Jim Prott , who received it on 
behalf of the N.A. Branch. 
 
The Ontario guys had another Slosh & Nosh on February 16th with 9 members at-
tending including Al Smith who drove all of the way from Gettysburg, PA. You just 
canôt duplicate that kind of camaraderie unless you are with a great bunch of guys 
with common interests.  
 
The second largest group, the Calgary Cowboys, decided against a Christmas get-
together and they had a great turnout for the luncheon on February 23rd. I wish that 
I could have been there guys! 
                                                                        (Continued on Page  4 ) 
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                     THE SECRETARY SAYS: (CONT.)  

        KEN FOWLER  

           BRANCH SECRETARY  

 

 
Our membership currently stands at: 92 which includes 49 Full Members and 43 Associate 
members. We extend a hearty welcome to: Full Members: Ron Budworth , Surrey, B.C.; Alan 
Hunt , Waco, Texas; Chin Tam, Aurora, Ontario.  Associate Members: James Devlin , Ajax, 
Ontario; Brian Drake , Georgetown, Ontario; Joe Hart , Barrie, Ontario; Patrick Long , Devon, 
U.K.; Dennis Ridsdale , Cleveland, U.K. and Bob Robinson , Cheshire, U.K. 
 
It appears that there are quite a contingent of N.A. Branch planning to attend the 2010 Na-
tional Reunion, both our members over here and those  based in the U.K. I am really looking 
forward to it and it should be a good time. There are so many things to see and do in that area.  
 
I have received an interesting Newsletter that is put out by the Bexhill Veterans Association . 
This is a new association formed in May of last year and as the name implies, it is generic in 
its membership. Our member, Len (The Pen) Gillard thought we might be interested. Quite a 
good little missive but the editor and secretary, Stuart Marfleet, who thought that perhaps I 
could circulate it at our next meeting, probably didnôt realize that in a vast continent such as 
ours, meetings only happen when we meet at the annual reunion. 
 
I do circulate the monthly Bob Eggleton Newsletter to all who have e-mail capability.  This is 
an ex-RMP newsletter and has all kinds of interesting reading.  Ex-RMP looking for former ser-
vice mates; stories about experiences in the many areas that we all served in; often accompa-
nied by photos. If you donôt have a computer, then you should consider what you are missing! 
 
Many thanks to Coral Bradley under whose hand this will magically appearé.or not. To those 
of you who havenôt met her, you have missed a treat, she is a lovely lady with a smile as sweet 
as her personality.   
 
Until next time, cheers, Ken 
 

REMEMBRANCE ïVETERANS DAY 2009 
 

On our Branch postal mailings to members in December 2009, Iôm sure most of you would 

have noticed the Canada Post commemorative stamps ñLest we Forgetò.  Very appropri-

ate and there is an indication these stamps were widely purchased by Canadians.  
 
In order to purchase 150 of these stamps, Derek had to go to three postal stations. (Pictures 
of the stamps on Page 17)  

 
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNINGé 

 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM!  
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FROM THE DESK OF  
 

Derek McCorquindale  
 
 
 

KUDOS TO TONY PURBRICK AND JOHN PAICE  
REF LONDON POLICE PENSIONER 

 
Each year, I enjoy many interesting reading hours from my subscription to U.K. magazines. As well as 
the RMP Journal ñThis Englandò and ñIn Britainò, and the four quarterly issues of the ñLondon Po-
lice Pensionerò (Ex-Met) provides excellent police stories, letters and articles. In each issue there 
seems to be two or three related to RMP/Met Police connections.  The LPP has a circulation of over 
18,500. 
 
In the March 2010 issue there is a great article from our past  RMPA/NA Chair-
man  TONY PURBRICK, under ñPolice Collectionsò together with four photos of 
his police collection, which took Tony  57 years to assemble.  Before TONY dis-
banded this collection, it would surely have been one of the Worldôs largest pri-
vate police collections. Great job TONY!  Can I ask if we can reprint the article 
and photos in a future edition of  our Branch ñWatchdogò Newsletter? As you 
know, the LPP magazine is only printed in black and white, whereas we can re-
produce in colour.  
 
Another kudo to our RMPA North America Branch, is that we have a North 
America Branch Association. Whereas, there must be many hundreds of ex-Met and U.K. police who 
reside in Canada and the U.S.A, there is not a ex-Met or ex- U.K. police association in North America!  
Remember, that eligible RMPA/NA Associate members can include ex-RAFP. ex-Canadian Provost 
Corps, ex-Allied Forces police. ex-Civil police in North America or U.K. We are close to reaching 100 
members, so any member can invite a friend who qualifies as above to join.  Application forms are on 
our website or ask for a copy from any of our Executive or Website manager John Horton.  
 
In the same March issue, our U.K. Associate member, JOHN PAICE, who is also Honoury Secretary 
of the ex-Met Sussex area Branch has kindly included full details of our upcoming TORONTO  
REUNION.  Also mentions the 2010 U.K. RMPA Reunion in Portsmouth. Many thanks to JOHN!  We 
have already received a couple of guest registrations from ex-Met fellows who have not attended past 
reunions.  One other ex-RMP fellow, MIKE ALDWORTH, (1952-55) who has made contact with 
JOHN HORTON and myself, has a letter in the LPP, asking if anyone remembers and knows the 
whereabouts of a RON ALFORD , ex-RMP, who served in Germany at Hilden with BAOR 2nd Infantry 
Division? I look forward to any information or comments on the above.  
Cheers,  Derek 

  

 FROM  EDITOR DEREK  McCORQUINDALE:    We are pleased to produce our first issue of 
WATCHDOG with Coral at the publishing helm. Many thanks Coral, it looks attractive and is 
well balanced and formatted. However, we wish to hear from members with any comments or 
suggestions for future issues. Please copy us both: (Derek in Canada  (mccorqud@shaw.ca ) 
(Coral in U.S.A.  (coralbradley@earthlink.net) We need at least TWO member profiles or sto-
ries for the August issue. Please take a few minutes to help us out.  
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WELFARE REPORT 

Don Coxon 
 

December 2009-March 2010 
Since year-end 2009, five Get Well cards and one Condolence card were sent to families on be-
half of the North America Branch. 
 
First of the get well cards was for Teresa , wife of our member Nelson Jones , Teresa was hospi-
talized with a knee replacement in December 2009. I understand from Nelson that Teresa was 
taking therapy and recuperation was a slow process. Next to receive a get well card was Terry, 
wife of member Harry Vagg. In January, Terry was hospitalized for neck surgery, since that time, 
I have received a thank you to the North American Branch for our good wishes and Terry also 
said that she is determined to see us at the 2010 reunion. On January 22nd, a card was also sent 
to our U.K. member, Mike Seabourne wishing Mike a well and speedy recuperation after hip sur-
gery. 
It wasnôt a very festive Christmas season for the Davies family as Ahelheid (Add) wife of mem-
ber Gordon Davies had a very serious fall that hospitalized her for quite a long time, Gordon at-
tended the Calgary Splosh & Nosh  at the end of February and expressed his thanks on behalf 
of his wife for the Associationôs good wishes. A card was sent, on behalf of the North American 
Branch, to the Drake Family expressing the deepest sympathies of all members after the death 
of Joan, wife of Brian Drake. Joan died on February 9th after a lengthy illness while she was in a 
Georgetown Home.  On February 21st, a card was sent to Brian Rex wishing him the very best. It 
is believed that Brian was having a lot of difficulties with his ankles. 

WEBSITE NEWS 
 

Www.royalmilitarypoliceassociationnorthamerica.org  
 

 The only two unsecured areas of our web page, ñContact Usò and 
ñMembership Applicationò items in the Main Menu are being tam-
pered with by what I would call a ñCyber Vandalò . There is no danger to 
the security of our site, other than the nuisance it creates. Currently both 
these items are set so that a user applies electronically to either apply to 
join or contact the Branch. The fake applications etc. contain just a lot of 

meaningless garbage.  It involves me deleting a dozen or more of 
these items daily from my e-mail.  Someone has a lot of time on 
their hands!  Our web hosting company has been made aware of the 
problem and will try and track the source. 

 
The number of visits to our website now exceeds 25,000, and we presently have 82 user/
members.  Just a reminder to check off the ñRemember Meò box, just below the login window.  
This will enable your computer to remember your login details  In the event that you have sign-in 
problems, drop me a line through the contact feature in the Main Menu, or phone me. 
We look forward to seeing you in Toronto later  this year, and some of you in Portsmouth in a 
couple of months.  Have a great summer!  
 
John (Hotrod) Horton  (e-mail: jt.horton556@shaw.ca)  
                                                                      
  

John Horton  
Website Administrator  
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 2009  CALGARY REUNION MEMORIES  
 

FROM: Arthur Elliot, Wales  
Just a few lines to the Organizing Committee to thank you for a well organized seventh reunion in 
Calgary. I am sure that all those present thoroughly enjoyed themselves. I believe the highlight for 
me was the meal at the Banff Springs Hotel. Again, thank you all for the effort you put into the Re-
union and God willing I will see you all next year in Toronto. 
 
FROM: Brian Willeter, London, U.K.  
Arrived home safely.  Many, many thanks to everyone who attended the reunion for making our 
trip so enjoyable.   
 
FROM:  Don and Anita Hood, Alexandria, VA U.S.A.  
Many thanks for a great Reunion. It was a wonderful experience. If Derek had not been following 
the bus, on our return from the 3 extra days in Banff, we might still be in Calgary (that wouldnôt be 
bad!). The departure time to the U.S.A. had been changed from 1:30 p.m. to 1:10 p.m. If we had 
stayed with the bus, we would still be there. Looking forward to seeing Branch members in the U.K 
for the Reunion and the next North America Branch Reunion in Toronto. 
 
FROM;  Arthur Griffith, Ontario, Canada  
Thanks from both Rein and I for a wonderful Calgary visit! 
 
FROM: Jean Hubbard, Birmingham, U.K.  
I would like to thank everyone for making me a ñWhite Hatter.ò  I was totally shocked and very 
proud. 
 
FROM TONY & MOLLY CLARKE, Huddersfield, U.K.  
Many thanks to all for the efforts you took to ensure that we all had a trouble-free time at the Cal-
gary Reunion. Thanks in particular from us this side of the ñpondò.  Nice to meet up on a regular 
basis with all our friends and also make a few new ones. We missed one or two old friends this 
time, so we HAVE to come again this year! 
 
FROM BOB ROBINSON, Cheshire, U.K.  
I would just like to say a big thank you to all who made me so welcome at the Calgary Reunion. 
This was my first visit but hopefully not my last. A special thanks to Jim Prott for being my mentor. 
ñWho makes your tea now Jimò? Arthur Ordish was right!  You are a great group of people. Best 
Wishes. 
 
FROM ROY HUBBARD, Birmingham, U.K.  
Thanks for a great reunion, we enjoyed our trip from start to finish. Thanks to our secretary, Ken, 
who looked after us in Vancouver at the start of our visit. It was good to see Joy Shakespeare 
again and looking well. Our guest, Brian, also wishes to thank everyone for making him feel wel-
come and part of the Reunion, he says he had a great time! 
 
FROM: LEN & DAVID GILLARD, Bexhill -On-Sea, U.K. 
Both Len (Dad) and I wish to thank all of the Reunion Committee team for all of the hard work that 
goes into making events like this come together and happen. 
  

Volume 6, Issue 3                                    ñWatchdogò                                                 April 2010 



 8 

 

Recounting the war years  

By member  

DANNY MANDER 
 

(Danny lives in Rancho Murieta, California, U.S.A.)  

 

During the Fall of 1939, a broadcast was made on the radio for men 35 and over 
to volunteer for the military police. The reasoning behind this was to relieve younger men al-
ready in the CMP for more ñfighting type jobsò.  I didnôt know this at the time, so I wrote in to 
volunteer and received a reply to be interviewed in Bolton, Lancashire.  I was partially accepted 
although they wanted information as to my character from my employers both past and present, 
from the Vicar of the church that I attended, from a lower court judge who knew me,  a JP, and 
also from the sergeant of the local police station.  
 
At the next interview, I was accepted and told to go home and wait on a call to go to the military 
police college as soon as there was a vacancy. My conscription papers finally arrived with a 
Postal Order for 14 shillings which was my first weekôs pay ña bus ticket to Liverpool and a boat 
ticket to Ireland.ò The papers read that I was to report to the Irish Guards for the duration of the 
conflict. I was puzzled and I didnôt tell anyone, just sent the whole package back with a letter to 
say there must be some mistake as I had already volunteered for the military police!  Every day 
I was waiting for someone to pay me a visit and haul me off to Ireland to the Irish Guards. In 
March 1940, I got a letter telling me to report to Mytechett, near Aldershot to become a military 
policeman. After arriving, I was interviewed by the Quartermaster and issued my Regimental 
number: 7687071 which I kept throughout my service. After the ñpassing out paradeò, we were 
allocated motor cycles and the rest of our regular kit to get ready to go to France and Belgium. 
The new company was the 8th LOC. 
 
About half -way to Dover, we were stopped by military police and told that owing to the devas-
tating defeat of the British Army at Dunkirk, no-one was at this time going across to France. 
Shortly after, we were transformed into the 108 Provost Company stationed at Tunbridge Wells. 
Then in a few days, I found myself in Section Four under Sergeant Stringer. Eventually, there 
were 6 sections, comprising one sergeant, two corporals, and 13 lance corporals The General 
to be made chief of the Corps arrived by the name of Bernard Law Montgomery. His first order 
was to stop all leaves of absence due to the emergency facing us with a promise that it would 
all be restored as soon as conditions permitted.  
 
General Montgomery was put in charge of repelling Hitlerôs invasion of Great Britain. Civilian 
personnel were evacuated from the coastline to 30 miles inland. The Canadian army were actu-
ally the first line of defense along the coast. The rest of the defense force were stationed inland. 
Our job was to get to know all of the roads leading from our inland forces direct to the coast as 
they were needed. Every day we were out on motor cycles learning all of these roads which had 
no signs on them so that any parachutists that landed would not know where they were under 
the cover of darkness. The German parachutistsô intent was to sabotage the British efforts of 
defense against Hitlerôs onslaught (although that never came). Because Hitler ordered Goring to 
get command of the skies over the Channel prior to the invasion, the famous Battle of Britain 
saved us from the intended invasion. 
                   
                                                                                         (Continued on Page 9)                           
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Recounting the war years  

By member  

DANNY MANDER (Cont.) 
 

We were increased in size to 8 Sections and was sent to Steyning where I have many happy 
memories of an elderly lady who had the best restaurant in town. We gave her all of our ration 
money and was provided all the meals as well as a roof over our heads. Because the restaurant 
was closed on Sunday, she cooked us all an incredible Sunday dinner. It was a wonderful feel-
ing as if we were all at home although with the strafing of the fighter plans overhead and the 
bullets all bouncing down onto the black top, it prevented our minds from wandering too far from 
reality!  
 
Our job was to arrest all live German pilots and have them taken away for interrogation and to 
prevent them from becoming saboteurs by hiding in the countryside. It was a very dangerous 
job but we didnôt have time to think. One German plane came down in a power dive flat out ver-
tical, described in the newspapers the next day as 400 mph which was almost unheard of in 
those days. When I investigated, I saw the shape of a plane having gone completely into the 
grassy field with nothing protruding only freshly disturbed black soil in a field. However, gunfire 
and explosive noises coming from beneath the ground told of just how far the plane had gone 
down!  
 
We were sent back to Tunbridge Wells for two weeks for relaxation as we didnôt get to sleep 
very much having to watch for paratroopers dropping silently at night and being responsible for 
alerting the Home Guard to capture them. After two weeks, we were back in Steyning again. We 
felt quite safe at Wiston Hall as we knew that they would never bomb the Hall for fear of losing 
the ring of  trees on top of the hill. We got to see some incredible spectacles that even Holly-
wood couldn't have produced! Every night, the German bombers would fly over en route to the 
London docks to drop their big bombs and terrify the London civilians as they dashed for their 
shelters.  
 
The battle headquarters for this new area of defense was a large building called Wiston Hall 
which we felt was the safest place in the whole battle area. Almost adjoining was a large grassy 
hillside that had on the top of it a ring of large trees. This was known as Chantonbury Ring. It 
was this ring of trees we learned after hearing all the plane noise every night that this was the 
path that the German bombers took to the Docks. Apparently, the bombers flew from many vari-
ous airfields all over France and all made their way to Chantonbury Ring from which they had 
their direction bearings to Dockland.  
 
Eventually, the Battle of Britain was won by the R.A.F. and so the tension was relaxed although 
we were waiting for the impending full-scale invasion that actually didnôt happen although Hitler 
originally announced that it would. It was a hectic lifestyle with noisy bombers overhead droning 
on all night long but the food was good and we got to go back to Tunbridge Wells for a couple of 
weeks and then back to the Wiston area.  
 
I left the 108 Provost unit in February 1942 as I was selected to go to North Africa with Monty to 
replace Aussies and New Zealanders who opted to go home to defend their homeland after the 
December 7th, Pearl Harbor attack.  So I traveled to  North Africa via Cairo and Almaza (the 
CMP Base at the edge of the desert) and arrived  on April 10, 1942 after having sailed from 
Glasgow for eight weeks around the Cape of Africa.  
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ROBERT ñBobò E. LONG, CD., SGT. (RET) 
 

CANADIAN PROVOST CORPSðRMPA/NA ASSOCIATE 
MEMBER 

 
 On behalf of our RMPA North America Branch, your Executive is always 
pleased to welcome serving or retired members of the CANADIAN         
PROVOST CORPS, to become Associate Members of our Branch.  Such 
was the case last June when BOB LONG , of Peachland, B.C, became a 
member. Bob served in the Canadian Provost Corps for 21 years between 
1951 and 1972.  
 

Born in 1933, Bob spent his early years in Etobicoke and Chapleau, Ontario and his military 
career began in 1951 when he enlisted in the Canadian Provost Corps at 6 Canadian Forces 
Personnel Depot in Toronto. After completing Basic and Service Police courses at the Cana-
dian Provost Corps School, CFB Camp Borden, Ontario, he was posted to 25 CIB (RG) 
Pro.Det., CFB Camp Wainwright, then to the Calgary Provost Detachment of Western Com-
mand Provost Company, Currie Barracks, Calgary, Alberta. 
 
For RMPA Calgary Members with Calgary Police Service (known then as The Calgary City 
Police forces aka CCP) our Calgary Provost Detachment Calgary City (MP) patrols use to book 
on at 1900 hours, via Motorola radios in our two 1/2 ton panel patrol vehicles, on the CCP ra-
dio net as either one of the two patrol call signs e.g. Car 20 and Car 21, and accordingly, they 
were dispatched by the CCP dispatcher to all incidents involving military disturbances to places 
of history of a bygone era, The Victoria Hotel Beverage Room, The Stand Ballroom, The 
Chicken Inn in old ñstrawberry flatsò and from time to time, would assist the beat patrolman 
should any assistance  be required during the patrol which would be by mobile within the 
downtown area until all clear and/or 0200 hours-which would see the men typing up patrol/
arrest reports back in the Currie Barracks guardroom at the old ornament gates of Currie, us-
ing the ñhunt and peckò system and about 6 pages of carbon paper going flat out at 30 WPM 
(15 with each finger).  
 
Coffee breaks were spent with the CCP night inspectorôs driver, who during quiet hours would 
be assigned to wash cruisers within the old police garage on 7th and across the avenue from 
the old sandstone Police HQ as patterned somewhat like the old Calgary City Hall architect. 
Bob also had a weekôs ñon the job trainingò covering fingerprinting identification, one-to-one 
focal plain photography of fingerprints and evidence under the guidance of the late Andy  Lit-
tle, who in the early 50ôs was the Sergeant in charge of the Identification Bureau and a year 
later an Inspector and MLA.  
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ROBERT ñBOBò LONG, CD., Sgt (Ret) 
Canadian Provost Corps ð RMPA/NA Associate Member  

(Continued from Page 10)  
 
Another favorite haunt was the ñCharge Office/City Cellsò in the basement of the old Po-
lice HQ and last but not least, the Grand Theatre for Sunday midnight movies always got 
special attention by both on and off duty Canadian Provost  Corps typesðthe rapport with 
the CCP carried on in later years  with HBC Loss Prevention with giving evidence in Court 
of shoplifting and fraud case and the recovery of HBC merchandise after appeal expira-
tion dates from out of the CCP property room. The late John (Jack) Robertson , CCP 
Court Sgt., was the first Canadian Provost Corps chap who was assigned to patrol with  1 
Comwel Div Pro Coy-Korea prior to being posted to the 1st Commonwealth Division Pro-
vost CompanyðKorea. In 1953, Bob married Shirley Sandulak at Knox United Church in 
Drumheller, Alberta. In Korea, Bob was attached to the Provost Section of the 3rd Battal-
ion, Princess Patriciaôs Canadian Light Infantry. 
 
In April 1946, the Canadian Department of National Defense took over command, control 
and maintenance of the ALCAN aka Alaska Highway from Mile Zero at Dawson Creek, 
BC to Mile 1221.4 the Yukon Territory and the State of Alaska border. 
 
A brief summary of Bobôs postings are as follows: 
 
1954: Bob was transferred to 1 Comwel Div Pro Coy Hiro, Japan on U.N. Dock and  
Harbour security of Kure Harbour.  
 
1955:   Back at Currie Barracks, Calgary, before being posted for four years to the Daw-
son Creek Section of the Northwest Highway System (NWHS) Provost Detachment, 
Whitehorse YT. 
 
1961:    Bob was posted to CFB Camp Borden, Ontario as Sergeant Instructor to the Ca-
nadian Provost Corp. School. 
 
1965/1968:    Bob served in Germany at Ft. Beausejour, Iserlohn, North Rhine Westphalia 
and resided at PMQôs in Hemer. Those in B.A.O.R. in the 40ôs and 50ôs will recall both 
areas and working with the Canadian Provost and Belgium Military Police.  
 
1968:   Returned to Calgary for four years. 
 
1972: Retired. 
 
Bobôs primary role in the Canadian Armed Forces was that of a Service Police (MP) Ser-
geant. His secondary role/training included Canadian Armed Forces Identification Bureau 
Field Identification Operator (fingerprinting and photography), a (civil defense) Search and 
Rescue Instructor, a small arms instructor, a pistol coach, and a Nuclear, Biological and 
Chemical Defense instructor.                        (Continued on Page 12)  
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ROBERT ñBobò LONG, CD., Sgt. (Ret) 
Canadian Provost Corps ð RMPA/NA Associate Member  

(Continued from Page 11)  

 
In 1963, Bob was awarded the Canadian Armed Forceôs Canadian Decoration aka the 
CD for 12 years exemplary service and as he would say, at all times employing both on 
and off duty, the Canadian Provost Corps motto: ñDiscipline by Exampleò (and/or they 
didnôt catch me!). 
 
For a second career, Bob gained employment with Hudsonôs Bay Company, Calgary, 
initially as the Loss Prevention Supervisor of the Bay downtown Calgary. Over the next 
26 years, Bob received numerous HBC promotion and job assignment, e.g. Assistant LP 
Manager; Manager Customer Services & Licensed Dept., Maintenance Manager; Build-
ingôs Manager, Alberta Stores.  After a time, he was seconded to HBC Store Planning 
and Construction and was assigned as Project Manager for the construction of Bay 
Stores, Southcentre, Medicine Hat, Deerfoot, the transfer of former Woodwords store to 
Bay Stores in Red Deer, Lethbridge and Calgary. Shortly after turning 65 on January 21, 
1998, Bob officially retired from HBC on February 01, 1998 as Operations Manager of 
the Calgary downtown stores was all non-selling departments reporting to him e.g. cash 
office, sales audit, maintenance, housekeeping and switchboard. 
 
After retiring, Bob & Shirley spent two months visiting their daughter Shirley, son-in-law 
Herve Masset, an officer with the 5th Republic of France, and their grandchildren, Luc, 
Joel and Zoe. Upon returning to Calgary from France, Bob was contacted by HBC Store 
Planning and Construction at HBC headquarters in Toronto and accepted a position of 
converting an empty Eatonôs store in Calgary NE Sunridge Mall into a Bay Store and 
then transferring the contents of The Bay, Deerfoot Mall into its new Sunridge Mall and 
then disposing of the Deerfoot store to Sears. 
 
In the fall of 1998, Bob and Shirley retired to Sicamous, B.C. and eight years later moved 
to their current home in Peachland, B.C. They have four married daughters: Susan , 
Sales Manager, The Bay, Kelowna, B.C (keeping up the family tradition); Debra  of Prid-
dis, Alberta; Roberta  of CFB, Suffield (Home of BATUS); Shirley, Jr .., of Chalon sur 
Saone, France. 
 
Bobôs main hobbies are photography and story telling.  His long time buddy, Joe Hart 
from Barrie, Ontario has recently joined our RMPA Branch and Joeôs profile is also in-
cluded in this ñWatchdogò issue.  
 
Both are planning to attend our 8th Annual Reunion in Toronto this September where  
we will have an opportunity of meeting them both and extending a very warm welcome to 
them. 

  Volume 6, Issue 3                       ñWatchdogò                                                 April 2010 



 13 

 

 

A MILITARY ñHARTò FAMILY 
In February, The Branch welcomed JOE HART from Barrie, Ontario, Canada, as an  
Associate RMPA North American member.  Joeôs sixteen years of military service in-
cludes in 1951, enlisting in the Princess Patriciaôs Canadian Light Infantryð1st Battalion 
in Calgary, Alberta. Within the year, he was posted to Korea and wounded in the conflict. 
Upon returning to Canada, he transferred in 1954 to the Canadian Provost Corp with the 
1st Division Provost Coy at Borden, Ontario. Joe served in Germany then returned to Bor-
den as Sergeant Instructor at the Canadian Provost Corps School.  Joe was medically dis-
charged due to injuries he received while serving in Germany.  
 
Joe and our Associate member Bob Long, who resides in Peachland, B.C., served to-
gether in the Canadian Provost Corp. Bob forwarded to Editor Derek a few interesting de-
tails on the HART familyôs military history.  Joe then provided additional facts and details.  
In reading, we are sure all will agree, it reflects a tribute to one family whose service  
records are exceptional to say the least.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

JOE HART (LEFT) AT THE BORDEN MEMORIAL  
 
 

Joe was one of fourteen children born to William and Margaret (Matheson) Hart. Eleven of the 
fourteen were to serve in the British and/or Canadian Armed Forces. Father Bill was born in 
Woking, Surrey, England in 1881 (way before the RMP Depot and Inkerman Barracks 1947-
1964). He immigrated to Canada in 1903 and homesteaded in Pineview and later in Eriksdale, 
Manitoba, where he met and married Margaret Matheson in 1910. Margaret was born in Glas-
gow in 1892 and immigrated from The Isle of Lewis in 1907. Although father Bill died in 1940, 
Margaret had a long life. She died at age 100 in Hope, B.C. in 1992.  
 
Twelve of the fourteen children were born in Canada before the family moved back to  the  
Woking/Sutton Green area in England in 1933. Brother John and sister Sheila were born there. 
                                                                                                                  (Continued on Page 14) 
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A MILITARY ñHARTò FAMILY 
 

(Continued from Page 13)  
 

Before or during WWII, six brothers and one sister joined the British Armed Forces and between 
them served in every major campaign fought by Allied and Commonwealth Forces e.g. Dunkirk, 
D-Day and Europe, North Africa, Italy, Mediterranean, Middle East and Far East including one 
brother being a POW and forced to work on the Burma railway. 
 
After WWII, most of the Hart family moved back to Canada. Three other brothers and one sister 
joined British or Canadian Military in the post war era.  Brothers, Sergeants Joe, Harry and 
John, all spent part of their service in The Canadian Provost Corp between 1951 and 1987.  
Sister Sheila joined the Royal Canadian Air Force.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe Hart (above) showing a framed collection of all the badges of the Regiments, Corps 
or Services in which the HART family served.  
 
The following is a list of military service, between 1938 and 1986. 
 
CHARLES : R.A.S.C. 1939. Wounded in North Africa 
 
KENNETH:  Royal Artillery 1940. Dunkirkï Singapore 
  POW Japanese. Forced to work on the Burma railway 
 
JAMES:  Royal Air Force 1940. Transport Driver in England and North Africa. 
 
NORMAN:  Royal Fusilierôs 1938. Queenôs Own Regiment 
  B.E.F. in France. Dunkirk, Italy, Greece 
   
DONALD:  Royal Marine 1941 ð 45th Commandos North Africa and Italy. 
  D-DAY & Europe. Blown-up, blinded and disfigured by land mine. 
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A MILITARY ñHARTò FAMILY 
 
(Continued from Page 14):  

 
MARGARET:  A.T.S. 1941 200 Company CRU.CWA as a dispatch rider. 
  Killed in 1944 in a motorcycle accident in England. 
 
MILTON:  Royal Artillery 1944. Greece and Palestine. 
 
HAROLD:  Royal Marines 1949 with 45th Commandos until 1953 
(Harry)   Served in England, Hong Kong, Malaya and Malta. In 1953, he transferred to  
  The Canadian Navy then to the Canadian Provost Corp in 1954 where he  
  Served in Canada and NATO forces in Europe. Harry retired in 1979 after  
                          thirty years of service. 
 
JOSEPH:  Princess Patriciaôs Canadian Light Infantry 1951. Korea. Transferred to    
  Canadian Provost Corp-Canada and Germany. Discharged in 1966 due to     
  injuries sustained in Germany. 
 
JOHN:   Fort Gary Horse 1951 Transferred to Lord Strathcona Horse (RC) 
                          Canadian Provost Corp until 1957 when he joined RCMP. Retired 1987 
 
SHEILA :  Royal Canadian Air Force 1954. Canada and Europe. 
 
Within the HART families, one was killed, three were wounded and one a POW. All of the 
family members were honourably discharged or retired, with a combined total of approxi-
mately one hundred and twenty years of service!   
 
As well as Joe, three others of the direct Hart family are still alive. Milton lives in England; 
John in St. Albert, Alberta; and Sheila in Courtenay, B.C.  Joe  and buddy Bob Long hope to 
be at our RMPA North America Branch Reunion in Toronto in September where we know 
they will receive a warm welcome! 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
THE ROYAL HOSPITAL CHELSEA WILL BE HERE FOR THE YOUNG SOLDERS ON THE 
FRONT LINE TODAY WHEN THEY RETIRE . 
 
 
There are few institutions in the United Kingdom with an 
unbroken three centuries of service and none of them is 
so close to the heart of the nation as ñThe Men in Scar-
letò. The Chelsea Pensioners, and their home, the Royal 
Hospital Chelsea. Founded in 1682 by King Charles II 
and intended for the ñsuccor and relief of veterans broken 
by age and warò, the Royal Hospital , with its Grade 1 
listed buildings, still serves its original purpose and in-
tends to continue to further its role well into the 21st Cen-
tury.  
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RMPA /NA MEMBERS  
ENJOYING ñONTARIOò  CHRISTMAS DINNER ON DECEMBER 20, 

2009 
AT THE MONTE CARLO INN  
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(Above)   Arthur Ordish & Wayne Campbell  

(Above) Jim Prott being presented with RMP 
Crest  

(Above) Back Row (L -R) Francoise Levrier, 
Dagmar Coxon, Mary Bullock  
 
Front Row (L -R)  Cynthia Green, Veronique 
Kendrick, Jean Mottram, Rene Griffiths, Lyn 
Shuster  (Above) (L -R) Arthur Griffiths, Barrie Mottram,  

Derrick Slingsby and Dave Maher  


