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NORTH AMERICA BRANCH
JIM PROTT, CHAIRMAN, RMPA/NA

Dear Fellow Members, Spouses and Partners:

August 2011 and here we are getting all ready to embark on our annual reunion in September
where we, for the first time, be all at sea in more ways than one when we board the cruise ship and
head for Bermuda.

There will be quite a few faces missing from the usual suspects and this makes the cruise a
change of pace and the format, but no matter where we hold our reunion, those faces will be in our
thoughts and hearts.

| hope that the 2012 proposed reunion to San Francisco gets a good response from the members
as the idea of going to San Francisco has always been something that | have wanted to do, maybe
leave my heart there 3 who knows? So please give it some serious thought.

| would like to thank Tony Purbrick and his Committee for the hard work in doing the running
around for this yeardés reunion, I am sure th
ions a success is no easy task and some ground work for 2012 has been initiated as it is a long
process to get quotes from hotels etc.

In view of the numerous health problems within our Executive and families, as well as the loss of
five members in the past six months, we thank our members, Ken, Don H, Derek and Coral for
making the special effort to produce this August Branch Newsletter as close to schedule as
possible.

TORONTO
,,/ CANADA

Those of us who receive the Royal Canadian
Legion magazine, may have noted our Branch mem-
ber, RMPANA, CHIN TAM in the photo (left)

o § . As P.R. Chairman of the East Toronto Legion,
At East Toronto Branch, District D public Congratulations Chin on your involvement at the

relations co-chairman Chin Tam (right) . |
presents branch- and zone-level awards Executive level of your branch!

‘ for the junior poem to Samia Anwar. CpL.
l Tyler Amos assists with the presentation.
I

82 | LEGION MAGAZINE, May - Jun 2011

0t
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The Secretary Says:

North American Branch Update
Ken Fowler, Branch Secretary

Hello One & All,

The past year must surely be the deepest fAPuUurple Patec
its inception. We have seen the passing of Corinne Purbrick, Les Palmer lost his Jean, later in
the year we said farewell to David Maher, in January we lost Mada, then it was Bob Millar and in
the past month, John Tollens followed by Dojn Coxon. (
ous medical setbacks: Chairman Jim Prott had a heart attack that has caused numerous recov-
ery problems; Helene McCorquindale and Heather Mander both suffered strokes that they are
slowly recovering from. Don & Anita Hood were involved in a serious road accident (not their
fault, | hasten to add), leaving Don with extensive damage to his ankle that requires ongoing sur-
gery and both he and Anita with broken bones and other ailments. Having seen the photos and
videos of the incident, they were lucky to be still with us. We shall remember those that we have
lost with our fondest memories of happy times spent together. We shall sadly miss them. Our
sincere thoughts and prayers go out to those who are left to pick up the pieces and carry on, we
shall not forget you or fail in our support for you.

In May, Tony Purbrick and | and many more of our N.A. Branch who are based in the U.K. were
in attendance (I 6m always | oathe to mention| names in
National Reunion. This year it was held in Belfast, Northern Ireland and it was a grand affair, al-
though the weather was cloudy, showery with a seemingly incessant wind. Unfortunately, Tony
arrived with a bug that he had picked up on his travels which for the first couple of days kept him
rather quiet and less exuberant than his usual self (although the accompanying photo does not
show it). | did immediately recognize our member, National Vice Chairman, Mike Seabourne
(standing joke) although | must confess that it was his wife, Liz, that was the dead giveaway.

The AGM was held on Saturday afternoon in the Academic Institute which is adjacent to the re-
union hotel, T h e J u r. yh& ®rovbsh Marshall, Brig. Eddie Forster-Knight OBE was in atten-
dance. He continues to impress me with his continued recognition of the importance of the RMP

Association to the Corps. Hebés a very persolnal man .
Len Murray, Chair of the Northern Ireland Branch and head of the NI Reunion Organizing Com-
mittee, was elected to the vacant Trusteeds |position.

Upcoming dates marking the 500th Anniversary of the establishment of the Provost Marshalls
Office (as outlined in the last issue of Wa t ¢ h d wegedeitérated. Special emphasis was given
to the RMP/RMPA National Arboretum Parade that took place on June 5th. This is an annual

event that is rapidly becoming a fAimust attenpndo occasi
and hosts a luncheon that follows the parade at the Derby Cricket Club. Col. John, the Regimen-
t al Secretary informed us that #AThe familiels of our |

Honorary Members of the Association are hugely grateful for the efforts Branches do to ensure
that they are included in RMP and RMPA actipitieso. T
change to the Association Rulesi Any member or past member off an Al lie
accepted as an Associate member of the RMPAQJ.

(Continued on Page 5)
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The Secretary Says:

North American Branch Update
Ken Fowler, Branch Secretary

This comes about as a result of requests having been received from Allied MP Units (note: this is a
practice that our N.A. Branch has adopted over the past several years). Tony Purbrick informed the
meeting that there were still places available and all were invited to sail with us on the N.A. Branch Re-
union Boston-Bermuda Cruise.

The 66th RMPA National Reunion is to be held in Coventry May 18-20, 2012, at the Royal Court Ho-
tel, a 3 day/night package which includes a da
day evenings at A133 per person. There are | es
at £44 per person per night. Full details available upon request.

Another piece of business for which | have now received the paperwork is the forthcoming Remem-
brance Weekend to take place over the period November 10-13, 2011. Thursday 10th the opening of
the Field of Remembrance by H.M. The Queen. Saturday 12th of November, the RMP/MPS and
RMPA/MPSCA Service of Remembrance will take place in Horse Guards/Whitehall at 1000 hours.
There is some | imited Atentedo accommodation a
are available on request from myself.

The banquet was held in the historic Belfast City Hall with a pre-dinner reception hosted by the Lord
Mayor. During the dinner we were treated to an excellent performance of Irish Dancing. Earlier in the
day, we were given a tour of the quite magnificent building that was both informative and interesting. |
took an open top bus tour of Belfast which took in the areas most notable: Falls Road, the Shankill
area for AThe Troubl eso. The violence ceased i
since been followed with peace. Much of the ari
adorn buildings, the high walls and fences are still there and the huge steel gates that when shut, close
off access to the remainder of Townsend Street. They are said to be still closed at 10 p.m. each eve-
ning.

| spent a few days with our member, my good friends and gracious hosts, Roy & Jean Hubbard at Bir-
mingham. Unfortunately, Jean has been quite ill seemingly contracting one malady after another, so
she was not her usual bright and charming self. In Exeter, | met and had lunch with member Don &
Davina Hellings. It was lovely seeing them again and seeing Davina back to her healthy self. Inciden-
tally for the best authentic Devon Cr e akngd Rridge g
just outside of Dartmoor.

One of our members, Ron Budworth, White Rock, BC, together with his wife, Jean, took in a couple of
events of the 500th Anniversary of the establi
the Freedom of Chichester Parade on June 16th
Comrades Link-Up Issue 48, that Bob told him to get a haircut). They also enjoyed the Open Family
day at Southwick Park and other events and really appreciated the manner in which they were treated
immensely.

(Continued on Page 6)
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The Secretary Says:

North American Branch Update
Ken Fowler, Branch Secretary

(Continued from Page 5)
With the poor weather we have been experiencing out here on the west coast, | am really looking
forward to our forthcoming Bostond Bermuda cruise for our N.A. Branch Reunion in September.
A lounge chair on the Veranda and a choice of 12 assorted restaurants open 24/7 sounds like
just what | need. .. OK, I 611 restrict the megls to ev
|l 6m also |l ooking forward to the few days inl Boston ¢
are so many places that 1 6édm anxious to see. My son Kk
Stadium for a Baseball game. Too bad that you arenb
know you | ove the game Bi |-daycricBetgame osveatching paitdrygs bad as
Ha! Ha! That should raise some hackles!
Until next time, take care,
Secretary Ken.
The Floozie in the Jacquzzy Best Authentic Devon Cream Tea
Birmingham Fingle Bridge
(Below) (just outside of Dartmoor)
(Below)
BOSTON CRUISE NOTE
For those interested, internet via Wi-F i wi | | be availabl e on d the AD
with the following rates:
$3.95 set-up fee; 100 minutes for $55.00; or 250 minutes for $100.00 or .75 cents/minute
Vol ume 8, | ssue 2 Awdt chdogo




ROYAL MILITARY POLICE ASSOCIATION

NORTH AMERICA BRANCH

65th RMPA NATIONAL REUNION
BELFAST, IRELAND

KEN FOWLER AND TONY PURBRICK IN CITY HALL
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ROYAL MILITARY POLICE ASSOCIATION
NORTH AMERICA BRANCH

TREASURERGS REPOR
Derek McCorquindale \

As a follow-up to my April 2011 Report, | am pleased to report that our Branch is again in good financial
shape. The year-end for 2010, after deducting outstanding liabilities, shows an increase in the Balance
Sheet of Reserves of $1,253 over the year 2009. Within this total is a Toronto Reunion surplus of
$825.00. The Financial Statements for the year 2010 has been reviewed and approved by the Executive

for submission to the AGM.

Please see our 2010 Branch Statement, which has received an audit review by: Integra Solutions

Group Professional Corporation

8 Chartered Accountants of Calgary.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

(For the Year 2010)

BALANCE SHEET
(Canadian Dollars )

ASSETS AS OF DEC 31, 2010 AS OF DEC 31, 2009
Cash in Bank $ 4,102 $ 6,293
G.I.C. Investment (Note #3)
Fixed Rate $ 6,000 $ 7,500
Variable Rate $ 6,000 NIL
Fixed Assets $ 1,200 $ 1,200
$ 17,302 $14,993
LIABILITIES
Outstanding Cheques NIL $ 300
Prepaid Duesd 2011 $ 2,398 (2010) $ 2,016
Prepaid 8 2011 Reunion $ 974 NIL
Members Equity
(Note #1) Fixed $ 1,200 $ 1,200
Reserves $12,730 $11,477
$17,302 $ 14,993
Vol ume 8, | ssue 2 8




REVENUE AND EXPENSES FOR YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 2010
(Canadian Dollars)

REVENUE AS OF DEC 31, 2010 AS OF DEC 31, 2009
Annual Dues $ 1,207 $1,809
Annual Dues-Prepaid 2,398 (2011) 2,016 (2010)
G.1.C. Interest 485 NIL
Reunions (See Note #2) 25,261 23,313
Sale of Supplies 406 912
Reunion 201106 Prepaid 4,842 NIL

$ 34,599 $ 28,104
EXPENSES
Secretarial/Executive 598 952
Welfare Gifts/Donations 556 180
Branch Newsletter 638 610
Reunions 24,436 22,456
Executive Meeting NIL 1,276
Website 215 252
U.K. Reunion 109 28
Branch Supplies
Plaques 940 890
RMP Items 518 874
Promotion-Coasters 163 182
Reunion 2011-Prepaid 3,868 _NIL
TOTALS $ 32,041 $ 27,700
Surplus (Loss) 2,558 404

NOTES TO THE 2010 FINANCIAL STATEMENT
NOTE NO. 1i Fixed Assets:
The Branch has purchased over the past eight years:
The Branch Standard-Corps Flag-Two sets of National Flags of-The United Kingdom-Canada-
U.S.A. (One set with fringes)
Also full accessories for the Standard-Bearer and Corps Flags e.g. poles, gauntlets, holders, pikes
and 0 bags.

carrieros
Two RMPA-North America Branch pennants.

RMP/Police memorabilia consisting of Corps badges, flashes, buttons (4 framed exhibits).
Branch fAQuaicho friendship cup (from Scotl and
Various RMP plaques-Branch collages from Reunions.

Resale value of these assets would be low. For the purpose of a realistic Branch asset, the cost
replacement is written down to approximately 40% in this statement.

NOTE NO. 2-Reunions:

2010 TORONTO REUNION

2009 CALGARY REUNION

REVENUE EXPENSES REVENUE EXPENSES

$24,661 $24,436 $ 22,791 $22,456
Donation 600 522

$25,261 $24,436 $ 23,313 $22,456
Surplus $ 825 $ 857

NOTE NO. 3-G.I.C. Investments:

The Branch GIC fixed term investment of $7500.00 matured August 28, 2010. As of August 28th,
2010, The Treasurer, with the approval of The Executive, reinvested $6000.00 in a BMO/GIC fixed
rate of interest investment for 2 years. Also as of the same date invested $6000 in a BMO/GIC vari-
able interest rate, cashable at any time.

Vol ume 8, |l ssue 2
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ROYAL MILITARY POLICE ASSOCIATION
NORTH AMERICA BRANCH

WELFARE REPORT
DON HOOD, WELFARE OFFICER

REPORT PERIOD: 1st January, 2011 -10th August, 2011
Greetings:

As our Chairman Jim noted in his recent letter, this has been a very difficult period in the history of
our Association. We have lost several of our members. Our condolences go out to the families and
loved ones of the departed. Be assured that our comrades will be remembered and missed.

Sorry to report that due to a nasty traffic accident, there was no Spring Welfare Report; however,
our friend and comrade, Don Coxon, was able to step back into the breach and make some very
wel come and reassuring phone calls to our fsi

The honoured members who wil!/ mi ss the Associ

Don Coxon
David Maher
Bob Millar
John Tollens
Mada Way

With no intention of making light of any iliness or misfortune, it has been noted that our members
still display a remarkable amount of diversity and individualism in their individual maladies, ranging
from heart attack, stroke, traffic accident, broken legs, knee operations and falling in the bath tub:

Our sickies are/were:

Roy Clark
Richard Cramp

Joe Hart Get

Anita Hood

Jean Hubbard ‘Vell
Heather Mander S

Helen McCorquindale Oon
Peter Overington
John Paice

Jim Prott
Tony Purbrick

We wish them all a speedy and complete recovery.

s side, a number of AGlIad that you

On the plu
t6s the good news.

Please take care of yourselves.

ckieso a

ationds

are feel
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ROYAL MILITARY POLICE ASSOCIATION

NORTH AMERICA BRANCH

DONALD WILLIAM COXON
RMP # 22697945

1931-2011

DON COXON, a dominant leader in our North America Branch, passed away on July 17, 2011
in his 81st year in Brampton, Ontario, Canada. Don was born in Wakefield, Yorkshire in 1931.
Due to his apprenticeship as a cast pattern|f maker, D
August 1954 when he graduated in Squad #315 under Sgt. Thompson. His service was mainly
in Berlin #247 Pro Co with RSM Harry Burden and was promoted to Corporal before demob in
1956. Don represented the Berlin Pro Co at cricket and motorbike scrambles.

During Donés service, he met the | ady of hil|ls |ife, D
in Eling, London and spent the next 56 years together. He was very proud of daughter Jeanette
with her husband, Norman and granddaughter Hillary.

I n the 5006s, Don and Dagmar emigrated to Calnhada and
took off with Dehavilland, which in turn became Douglas Aircraft and then MacDonnell Douglas,
making various components for DC9 and DC106ls. As | w
make it clear that a pattern maker in his trade, is in no way connected to cross-stitch or embroi-
der y! Don became the superintendent of the |tool room

management skills were often called on during his retirement. Our Chairman, Jim Prott, was
hired by Don and their respect and friendship for each other has been evident during the 10
years of existence of our RMPANA Branch.

Don was a founding member of our Branch (2001) and an organizing leader in total support of
our North America Branch and the inclusion of our U.K./Ex RMP Associates. On the local On-
tario |l evel, he arranged most of the fASlIosh| and Nosh
Credit and RCL #82 Parades. Also, Don was the Annual Reunion Chairman for both the King-
ston and Toronto Events. He also served as our Welfare Director on the Branch Executive for
over 6 years, where his compassion and dedication to those members and our spouses who

had health problems was exemplary. How fitting of Don was the singular quote from Charles

Dickens on Dondés niieNnmo rMaanl icsa rUks ed whelsghtenathetBaori § Wor | d
denofSome-one EI seo

Sir DONALD, we, the Branch members and our families, will long remember you, your service
and friendship, and all you have meant to the development of the RMPA. R.I.P dear friend.

NOTE: Our Branch appreciation to Arthur Orfldish for
Page 13-14) in the RMP in Berlin and the reunion again with Don upon the formation of our
Branch. Unfortunately, due to the | arge gatfhering at

perature that day was around 40 degrees C, it was not possible to have a photo taken of our
Branch members in attendance that day. A donation from The Branch, to a charity will be made
in Donds name after further discussions witlh the fam
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ROYAL MILITARY POLICE ASSOCIATION
NORTH AMERICA BRANCH

(Obituaries submitted by Derek McCorquindale)

Robert fABobo Murray Millar
1939-2011 & g
Bob Millar, RMP #23240018, passed away suddenly on May 5, 2011 at Cambridge On- \ ., b

tario, Canada at the age of 72 years. Bob was born in Belfast, Northern Ireland in 1939. He L
served from 1956 to 1958 in the 107 Bge. Provost (TA) in Belfast, before joining the RMP. .
Between 1958 and 1963, Bob served in Cypress, Berlin, Northern Ireland and Malta. ‘

In 1966, Bob and his family immigrated to Toronto Canada and he served in the Canadian Provost Corp
until 1990. After retirement, Bob was appointed Regional Canadian Cadet Advisor, a position he held for
over 20 years, retiring as Major only a couple of years ago. Bob joined the Branch in its founding year of
2001. His last attendance at a Branch function was at the Church Service at the Toronto Reunion.

REST IN PEACE DEAR COMRADE

Johannes AJohno Toll ens
1926-2011 f

5 @?
John passed away on June 21, 2011 in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, at the age of 85 years %
after a lengthy battle with cancer. John was born in Delft, Netherlands in 1926. During the : \Q »
second World War, as a teenager, John was arrested by the German S.S. and imprisoned Y -
twice as he escaped twice. After the liberation of Holland, John joined the Dutch Marines
(1946-1949) and served in Indonesia (former Dutch East Indies) and did battle with the Jofiannes C. Tollens

1926 - 2011

remaining Japanese and guerrilla groups.

In 1951, John immigrated to Canada and settled in Calgary, working as a machinist journeyman and
became Building and Property Manager for Petrofina Canada Ltd. John joined our RMPA North America
Branch as an Associate member in 2005 and together with wife Corry, attended numerous local Branch
events and four Annual Reunions. We well remember the efforts John and Corry made to be in Toronto
last year even though John was mostly in a wheelchair. John was a master woodworker and we also
recall the numerous handmade wood gift items John made and donated to the Branch raffles.

REST IN PEACE DEAR FRIEND

DOG LOGIC
(For all those dog | oversé.)

AThe reason a dog has so many friends is that H
Anonymous
iThere is no psychiatrist in tBeaWilliamsld | i ke a p
ifiA dog is the only being on earth Josthailingt oves ygdg
AThe average dog is a nicer AndyRgooey t han the ave
AAnybody who doesndt know what soafprankimdoness | i k ¢
Al f your dog is fat, you Usknoswm6ét getting enough
Ailf you pick up a starving dog and make him prd
ence between dMagksTwannd meno.
AfDogs are not our whole | i fRogerBaras t hey make our
Ailf you think dogs can6t count, try putting thr
t h e mhil Pastoret
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ROYAL MILITARY POLICE ASSOCIATION
NORTH AMERICA BRANCH

PERSONAL MEMORIES OF DON COXON
BY ARTHUR ORDISH

If anyone were to ask me what | knew of our late friend/comrade, Don Coxon , | have to admit |
would not know where to start. Yet, in retrospect, | know enough about Don to blow the gaff on my
old chum, Donald and his dim, dark past.

Don and | go back to our time at Inkerman Barracks, Squad 315, 1952. | had just been back-
squaded two weeks after an accident on the assault course which | prefer not to dwell on too long
as it is far too painful and brings tears to my eyes even now just thinking about it. All of you guys will
remember the experience of walking into a room of total strangers and no one even speaks until
you yourself start the ball rolling, well, Don did not, he came right out front and made me feel a lot
more comfortable almost immediately and made the introductions all round. Many of those names |
remember even today and quite a few of them ended up like Don and myself at 247 (Berlin) Pro
Coy.

As | lived in the Northwest and Don was a il
pany him home when we had a 48-hour pass which | accepted willingly and thoroughly enjoyed the
experience. That was really appreciated by me and you know | had already, in the short time | had
known Don, | think was turned 20 maybe even 21. Eventually, pass-out came and went. Inciden-
tally, Don was our squad right hand marker, and we found ourselves posted to B.A.O.R. thence to
Berlin on the Anight traino.

Once settled in at 247 (Berlin) Don took up his duties on foot plods, static duties, duty NCO etc., but
Don was fortunate, he had chummed up with the RSMs clerk and could ask him for whatever duties
he wanted and being the guy he was, he tried everything from armoury NCO, signing NCO on the
autobahn between Berlin and Helmstedt, incident patrol. Whatever he asked for was his (lucky guy).
Don was an excellent cricket player and he and | did a couple of trips into the outside world to play
other cricket teams in the zone. In 1953, | believe it was a movie company came to Berlin to make a
movie called APrice of Goldod starring George

as an American MP Sgt ., both of the characte
movie). On completing that movie our company cricket team played a team from the film crew and
we hammered them (I think) the result was a huge silver cup which was taken out of Berlin when a
well-known RSM with the initials H.B. left 247 and went to the depot as depot RSM. He took it with

it did when we were at the reunion at Chichester).

I recall one night when Don was visiting NCO, he had a meeting with his then girl friend, (Dagmar),
they gave Dagmar a ride home in the jeep whi
had been raining, a fancy girlie type umbrella was left in the jeep unnoticed by anyone. When HB
was picked up by his driver in the morning, old eagle-eye Harry noticed and confiscated said evi-
dence. At RSMs parade next morning, HB was waving that girlie brolly around and demanding to
know what it was doing in a military vehicle needless to say a conspiracy of silence fell on the pa-
raded personnel. Must admit though it was an unusual pace stick for HB. He did threaten where he
would shove it when he found the perpetrator, which he never did find out fortunately!

(Continued on Page 14)

him and to this day, it enjoys pride of place

C

Vol ume 8, |l ssue 2

13

cal 0 | at
ol e as
s wer e
t he

h just
i W



ROYAL MILITARY POLICE ASSOCIATION
NORTH AMERICA BRANCH

PERSONAL MEMORIES OF DON COXON
BY ARTHUR ORDISH

Continued from Page 13¢.

Don was also an accomplished motorcycle rider and was on a number of escort details including
Sir Anthony Eden (then Home Secretary) in Berlin for the Four Power Conference one of several
that | remember, Lt. Gen. Sir Richard (Windy) Gale of Arnhem fame, then finishing his tour as
G. O. C. Berlin Independent Brigade. When Don
guys was courting a Berlin girl, | got to know Dagmar but not too well as Don and | had our own
circle of friends and thought she was a real cutie. About this time, | was posted on detachment to
Helmstedt for 6 months and when | got back to Berlin, Don was gone, but | had received a phone
call from him saying goodbye but not telling too much of his intentions.

Next | hear from Don that he is in Canada with the formation of the North America branch and
believe me it was just like old home week and as though we had never lost contact, we just took
up from where we left off. That was the guy that | had called friend for all these years and | shall
miss him and his phone conversations dreadfully, after all, a friendship that spans from 1952 to
2011 is hard to forget.

Goodbye Don and God Bless

Awent nat

When | got home from work today there was a pleasant surprise waiting
for me and we would like to thank you very much for the DVD, it really
brought back some very happy memories for us.

Will you please pass on our thanks to all members of The North America
Branch of the RMPA and we hope to be able to join you again in the very
near future.

From the mailbox:

We would Iike to wish you luck for this year
on the high seas, we will be on the same continent as we fly to Florida on the 15th of September
for our holiday.

Once again, many thanks, not only for the DVD, but for the wonderful hospitality shown in To-
ronto last year.
Derek & Jacqui Mead

We would like to express our appreciation to The Branch for the DVD. It revived so many
memories for us. Although we have been to several U.K. AGMs of the RAFA and RAFPA, none
of them have come up to the standard of the Toronto reunion. Furthermore, at none of them did
we make so many friends and acquaintances.

Again, we thank everyone concerned.

John & Cynthia Watch, Bournemouth

Vol ume 8, |l ssue 2
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BRANCH 9TH ANNUAL REUNION
September 16-23, 2011

BOSTON/BERMUDA NCL CRUISE ABOARD THE DAWN

Reunion Chairman Tony PURBRICK and the Committee look forward to welcoming our 54
members and guests at the Holiday Inn, Brookline Hotel in Boston, prior to the cruise. During
the cruise, our Branch Reunion events will include three private receptions and two group eve-
ning meals. Also within the eleven complimentary and specialty restaurants, we will receive 21
meals during the seven days. We trust our waistlines will not stretch our Bermuda shorts too
much!

Our AGM will be held the first evening on board at 6:00 p.m. followed by a reception for all our
del egates. The following evening wil/ inclyde a rece
evening. On Monday the 19th, while in Bermuda, we will have our reception on-board followed
by a private banquet. We wish to thank two members who, due to other commitments, cannot
be with us but have kindly donated cheques to cover the wine at the banquet and coverage of
part of one of the receptions. These two fine fellows are: AL SMITH and MALCOM WILL.

At our banquet, Ron TARRANT will be our MC and Colonel John H. BABER, MBE, our RMPA
Secretary/Treasurer from the U.K. will be our guest speaker. We plan to have our usual raffle
(donét forget a small raffle gift) and durilng the ba
shipbés photographer.

During the three days in Bermuda, we will have the opportunity to take optional tours at set
NCL cost s. During the cruise there wild.l be |nightly e
cial Reunion promises to be an exceptional Reunion and your Executive and Committee thank
those who could attend for their support.

2012-PROPOSED 10TH ANNUAL REUNION
SAN FRANCISCO, CA USA
SEPTEMBER 2012

After two consecutive Reunions in Eastern North America, your Executive and members
agreed at the 2010 Branch AGM, that the 2012 Reunion should be in the West. San Fran-
cisco was proposed and received the most support from those in attendance.

We have received initial quotes from 9 hotels and four have offered excellent room rates
ranging from $109-$129/night U.S. Two of those hotels include breakfast. Additional days
are being offered at the same rate.

As for Toronto, we did a straw survey of members in the close proximity to the suggested
location, as it makes sense to determine if those members in easy reach, support and will
attend. 13 of 18 members in the West, ind|lcated AYES
members, our Secretary Ken has received positive response that around 55 members/
partners are planning on going to San Francisco in September 2012 and 5 others seriously
considering. This is the highest number of members planning to attend a Reunion prior to
an AGM, since the survey numbers for Banff in 2004.

(Continued on Page 18)
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RESTORING NAMES OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN
NAVY AND ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
BY
PETER JONES, EX-RCN & RCMP

2011 as follows:

1. ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY from Maritime Command
2. ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE from Air Command
3. CANADIAN ARMY from Land Forces Command

This restoration was long overdue to rectify the decision of Prime Minister Trudeau and Defense
Minister, Paul Hellyer in 1968. Servicemen and women and veterans were outraged at this decision
which attacked the traditions of the services, particularly the ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY. It ended up
with naval personnel wearing outrageous uniforms that had no relevance to the service.

It is fitting that this restoration was made at this time because the RCN celebrated their 100th anni-
versary in 2010. From a personal standpoint, my connections with the Royal Navy continued
throughout my service in the RCN from May, 1942 to October 1945 commencing with a draft over-
seas as part of the crew of HMCS Huron, a Tribal Class Destroyer which was being built at Newcas-
tle, England. We took over this new ship in July 1943 and joined the Royal Navy 3rd destroyer flo-
tilla at Scapa Flow, in the Orkney Islands. From there we escorted convoys of merchant ships to
Murmansk, Russia and following four of these trips, we sailed from Scapa to Plymouth in the south
of England and joined the Royal Navy 10th destroyer flotilla. In the flotilla were ships from the Royal
Navy, Royal Canadian Navy and the Polish Navy.

The purpose of the flotilla was to clear out of the English Channel and Bay of Biscay of German Na-
val Forces prior to invasion of Europe which occurred in June 1944. We would sail out of Plymouth
sound in late afternoon in order to be off the French coast after dark. We had many encounters over
the six or several months in 1944. The 10th flotilla sank two large destroyers, three medium destroy-
ers, seven mine-sweepers and six merchant vessels. Over that time, the four Canadian Tribals,
Haida, Huron, Athabascan and Iroquois served at different times; for example, we relieved Iroquois
which returned to Halifax for refit and Athabascan was torpedoed and sank with heavy loss of life. A
good friend of mine who joined the Navy when | did, went down in Athabaskan. Our relations with
the crews of the other ships in the flotilla were excellent. The morale of crew members was high; it
was a thrill to return to Plymouth Harbour in the early morning with our huge battle ensign flying
from the foremast after an encounter with the Germans.

So when Trudeau and Hellyer made their decision, it was very hurtful for the Royal Canadian Navy
seamen who played an important role alongside their Royal Navy comrades in different theaters of
war in World War Il and the Korean War. The Royal Canadian Navy was patterned after the Royal
Navy and the Canadians followed the traditions of the RN which had evolved over the centuries.
The one tradition that we Canadian seamen en
we received a tot of rum each that we served on board ship. On special occasions, they would pipe
iSplice the Main Braced so we received an ex

The Feder al Government of Canada restored the

Braced at Scapa Flow in 1943 when King George|l VI
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THE OPEGASUSGO6 BRI

BY KEN FOWLER

In the planning of D-Day, the planners saw that the success of the landings, would be hugely en-
hanced by the capture and controlling of the Caen Canal Bridge (now famously known as the
APegasus Br i dg®kedouvijlle anthe GaannCariall Coetrol of the bridge would prevent
the Germans moving up reinforcements to counter the Normandy Beach landings. Conversely,
the Allied control of the bridge would allow for the breakout, from the Landing Beaches of Gold,
Juno and Sword, of the British and Canadian forces. It would also enable supplies and reinforce-
ments to reach the Airborne Division troops, who were to be parachuted further inland, in those
early minutes of the invasion. The landing of allied forces behind the German lines would also set
up an element of unease and panic in the enemy.

And now for the rest of t he

On a recent trip to England, my gracious hosts Roy & Jean Hubbard took me out and about visit-
ing some of the notable sights in the surrounding area of their Birmingham home: Coventry Ca-
thedral; Stratford-on-Avon; The National Memorial Arboretum at Airewas, Staffs., to name but a
few. On one occasion as were returning to t
that surprisingly Ilittle is known about. 6 On
parked on a side street and walked a few hundred yards to a bridge on, | believe, Solander Street.
The view from the bridge overlooked a triangular shaped field bounded on two sides by the Rivers
Trent and Anker that merge prior to their passing under the bridge.

We stood just short of the bridge looking out over a field that | believe is called Cross Park, Roy
asked me if | saw anything strange there. Paying a little more attention | could see a machine gun
emplacement, which | supposed to be a left over relic of the early days of the war, when England
had expected to be invaded. Then Roy told me of the significance of this area.

The D-Day Planners noted that the Caen Bridge had a canal and a river that merged prior to
passing under the bridge. The canal and river bounded a small triangular field that was quite
heavily guarded.

Merger of the rivers Trent &
Anker with the remaining ma-
chine gun emplacement.

From behind the machine gun emplace-
ment Tamworth Castle visible above the

(Continued on Page 18)

hei
ou

r

r

Vol ume 8, |l ssue 2 AWal ch/dog

storyéé

home
arri

f



THE OPEGASUSG6 BRI

BY KEN FOWLER

After taking aerial photographs of the area, they set about finding a similar topography where the
troops to be used in the action, could rehearse the planned operation. The almost identical area
discovered was this location, the one currently in my view at Tamworth.

Three machine gun emplacements were built in the Tamworth field in identical positions to the
area to be attacked and the training of the troops to be used began. The Regiment chosen for
the operation was D Company 2nd Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry (part of the
6th Airborne Division) led by Major John Howard. His instructions were to hold the bridge for at
least 24 hours to enable reinforcements to reach them. They would be landed in Horsa Gliders
that with the lack of engine noise would add the element of surprise to the operation. While it was
impractical to use the gliders in the training, the troops were able to use the identical layout of the
area in simulating their plan. However, it was realized that because of the size of the field and
that this was to be a night time action, much would depend on the skill of the glider pilots.

As we know, the operation worked with such success, that they landed and captured the bridge
with relative ease after a 10 minute fire-fight. There were only two casualties in the operation.

They were drowned when their glider overshot the landing area. The bridge was captured intact
and its control never relinquished. Howard and his men were able to hold the bridge from an at-
tack by the 21st Panzer division two hours later. The Pegasus Bridge operation is part of the in-
vasion history that is displayed inthe D-Day A Map Roomodé at Sout hwiclk Par k, P

The Ox and Bucks were the first troops to land on D-Day. The action was such an integral part of

the invasion that the bridge was renamed fAThe Pegasus
sion (later the Parachute Regiment) whose uniform shc
Horseo of Greek myth, Pegasus.

There is only the one machine gun emplacement left in the Tamworth field now and as we
looked at it and the half dozen youths sitting on and around it, | wondered if they were aware of
the major importance that this area had been in ensuring the success of the invasion of France.
The photographs (sans youths) were taken later by Roy, | had lost my camera complete with
photos taken on the day.

Continued from Page 15:
2012 PROPOSED 10TH ANNUAL REUNION
SAN FRANCISCO, CA, 2012

The attractions in and around San Franciscd are nume
Alcatraz Island tour, Golden Gate Bridge and Park, Chinatown, Bay View Tours and the
wonderful Napa Valley Wine area and giant Redwood trees. Optional tours within the three-
day Reunion would include some of the above.

If formally approved at the 2011 AGM, the Reunion Committee would consist of: Bill Drum-
mond, Chairman, Derek McCorquindale, Ken Fowler and Chris Bradley.
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AND NOW FOR SOME HUMOUReécecée

WHEN INSULTS HAD CLASS
(Continued from April 2011 Newsletter)

AHe 1| smade emmdn and wor shn@Beghthi s creatof . o

Al 6ve just | earned about his illness. |Letds h
Irvin S. Cobb

AHe i s not only dull himself; he is thje cause

Samual Johnson
AHe i s simply a shiver PalKkatngg f or a si|pine to

I n order to avoid being called a flirt|, she a
Charles, Count Talleyrand

AHe | oves nature i n sHomrestéuckef what it djid to h
AWhy do you sit there |l ooking |Iike an lenvel op
Mark Twain

AHIi s mot her should have thr oMaeWest m awaly and Kk

ASome cause happiness wherever they go|, other
Oscar Wilde

AHe uses statistics aspoas tdsréufnokre ns urpapno rutls ersa tl haem
mi n a t Andrew.Lang (1844 -1912)

AHe has Van Gogh®@#yWlder f or music. 0

A

Al 6ve had a perfectly wonderful eveninig. But
Grouch Marx
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A EULOGY FROM THE HEART
BY DEREK SLINGSBY
At the Memorial Service for Don Coxon, his good ,friend Derrick Slingsby, gave a eulogy on behalf of the Royal Military
Police Association and the North America Branch. The following are his words as close as he remembers them.

Today we are here to pay our respects and remember our
are here with us with neighbours and other friends. | first met Don 10 years ago when some ofusex-RMP 6 s me't

became good friends and talked to each other every week.

Don and Dagmar came to every reunion and ASlosh and Nolshodo t
I

ease that he had. We all saw him stil hel ping out at |l
too great and he ended up in hospital. The Motto of the Royal Military Policeisi Ex e mpl o Ducemus0:
Lead, | cannot think of any person more deserving of that

iGOD BLESS YOU DONO

frien

to stoa
a North America Branch of the Royal Military Police Association. Of course, we metinapub, The Queendwes Head

h
ast vy
By Exa

motto
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